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“There’s a certain schaddenfreude aspect to reading the cases J. Craig Williams has collected….it’s very difficult to put down a book that repeatedly illustrates not only how easily one can be swept into the sausage factory, but how hilariously difficult and Byzantine things can become once there.”  

-- Ninth Circuit Chief Judge Alex Kozinski, from the Foreword

In our modern legal system, getting sued is something most people have come to fear. It seems like simply stepping out your front door in the morning is enough to bring you under the sue-shark radar. Yet, in an age when boredom seems to come so easily, friends and enemies alike readily enter the courtroom seeking retribution and money.
With a humorous take on the subject, readers are invited to learn the do’s and don’ts of getting taken to court by author and lawyer J. Craig Williams in his book, How To Get Sued: An Instructional Guide (Kaplan Publishing, June 2008). In advice-giving chapters like “Own a Business,” “Have Children,” and “Live on Earth,” Williams examines real-life cases of lawsuits that inform and amuse. Using these comedic legal situations, the author satirically shows us the funnier face of getting into a legal bind.

For example:

· Go to Work: “SPAM has been immortalized on Broadway in Monty Python’s Spamalot, but apparently the executives at Hormel Corporation couldn’t stomach a Muppet imitating SPAM. In response to the Muppet Treasure Island movie, the company sued Jim Henson Productions for infringing its trademark through a character called Spa’am. (pages 68-69)

· Own a Pet: Consider this: A woman bought a cat with her roommate. More than a year after the roommate moved out, the two became embroiled in a custody battle – over the cat! The woman won a five-figure settlement. (pages 161-162)

· Own a Home: Gnomes make easy fodder for poking fun, but perhaps FreetheGnomes.com’s recent letter to the U.S. Congress seeking an end to gnome slavery in U.S. gardens makes it the easiest. (pages 167-168)

· Indulge a Few Vices: I submit as Exhibit A this opening paragraph from a recent United Press International story: “Police arrested a Texas airport passenger for public intoxication after he was found sitting on a jet bridge covered in salad dressing and missing a shoe.” (pages 136-137)

· Enjoy Yourself: According to an article from the Courthouse News Service, “A bad golfer has been sued for negligence in New York State Court. Defendant allegedly aimed and struck the ball so inaccurately that it was beyond the scope of reasonable risk when it whacked and injured the plaintiff.” Keep me off the course. (page 121)

If you can avoid it, then it’s much less expensive to stay out of the litigation system in terms of money out of your pocket, time gone from your life, and worry over an unknown outcome.  Therefore, at the end of each chapter, Williams gives realistic and useful legal information in a section called “Seriously Now, Lessons Learned.”
Ever the lawyer and with his tongue planted firmly in cheek, Williams wants to make sure he is protected and has listed a series of “Disclaimers” at the end of the book: 

Caution: The contents of this book should not be fed to fish. Do not use while

sleeping. Do not use in shower. Warning: This product can burn

eyes. No drugs or nuclear weapons allowed inside. Caution: Hot

beverages are hot! For external use only! Warning: May contain

small parts. Do not use orally. Please keep out of reach of children.

Do not recharge, put in backwards, or use. Warning: Do not use on

eyes. Do not look into laser with remaining eye.
J. Craig Williams is the founding member of WLF | The Williams Lindberg Law Firm, PC, and focuses on complex business litigation. An adjunct professor at the University of Iowa College of Law, he has also lectured at the University of California at Irvine, Stanford Law School, and the Chapman University School of Law. 
Williams is a Board Certified Civil Trial Advocate, listed in the Martindale-Hubble Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers and one of the Top 100 Superlawyers in Southern California.  He is the winner of the 2005 Los Angeles Press Club Journalism Award for Best Individual Weblog for his legal weblog May It Please The Court (mayitpleasethecourt.com), which receives more than 15,000 hits daily. His views also are featured on the Legal Talk Network (LegalTalkNetwork.com), where he is a co-host on “Lawyer2Lawyer.”   Williams resides and practices law in California.  His book website is: www.howtogetsued.com
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